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would not let that Matter reft till it was brought 
to an Iffve. For the fame Virtue and Great- 
nefs of Mind which gave him a Difregard of 
Fame, made him impatient of an undeferved 


_ Reproach. 


There is no queftion but this wonderful Man 
will make one of the moft diftinguifh’d Figures 
in the Hiftory of the prefent Age; but we can- 
not expect that his Merit will fhine out in its 
proper Light, fince he wrote many things which 
are not publifhed in his Name; was at the Bot- 
tom of many excellent Counfels, in which he 
did not appear; did Offices of Friendthip to 
many Perfons, who knew not from whom they 
were derived; and performed great Services to 
his Countrey, the Glory of which was trans- 
fer’'d to others: In fhort, fince he made it his 
Endeavour rather to do worthy A@tions than 
to gain an illuftrious Charater. 


CAIRN ERR MMM 
N°. 40. Monday, May 7. 





Urit enim fulgore [uo qui pregravat artes 
lnfra fe pofitas: extinétus amabitur idem. Hor. 


T requires no fmall Degree of Refolution, 
to be an Author in a Countrey fo Faceti- 
ous and Satyricatasthisof Great Britain. Such 
a one raifes a kind of Alarm among his Fel- 
low-Subje€&ts, and by pretending to diftinguifh 
himfelf fromthe Herd, becomesa Mark of pub- 


_ lick Cenfure, and fometimes a ftanding Obyect of 


Raillery and Ridicule. Writing is indeed a Pro- 
vocation to the Envious, and an Affront to the 
bs Ignorant. 
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Ignorant. How often do we fee a Perfon 
whofe Intentions are vifibly to do Good by the 
Works which he publifhes, treated in as feurri- 
lous a Manner, as if he were an Enemy to 
Mankind? All the little Scramblers after Fame 
fall upon him, publifh every Blot in his Life, de- 
pend (ps Hear-fay to defame him, and have 
recourfe to their own Invention, rather than 
fuffer him to ere& himfelf into an Author with 
Impunity. Even thofe who write on the moft 
indifferent Subjeéts, and are converfant only in 
Works of Tafte, are looked upon as Men that 
make a kind of Infult upon Society, and ought 
to be humbled as Difturbers of the publick Tran- 
guillity. Not only the Dull and the Malicious, 
which make a formidable Party in our Ifland, 
but the whole Fraternity of Writers rife up in 
Arms againftevery new Intruder into the World 
of Fame; and a thoufand to one, before they 
have done, prove him not only to be a Fool, 
but aKnave. Succefsful Authors do what they 
can to exclude a Competitor, while the Unfuc- 
cefsful with as much Eagernefs lay in their 
Claim to him as a Brother. This natural An- 
tipathy to a Man who breaks his Ranks, and 
endeavours to fignalize his Parts in the World, 
has very. probably hindered many Perfons from. 
making their Appearance in Print, who might 
have enriched our Countrey with better Produ- 
ions in all kinds than any that are now extant. 
The Truth of it is, the aétive Part of Mankind, 
as they do moft for the Good of their Contem- 
poraries, very defervedly gain the greateft Share 
in their Applaufes; whilft Men of Speculative 
ndowments, who employ their ‘Talents in 
Writing, as they may equally benefit or amufe 
fucceeding Ages, have generally the ro 
onare 
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Share in the Admiration of Pofterity. Both 
good and bad Writers may receive great Satis- 
fadion from the Profpeéts of Futurity; as in 
After-ages the former will be remember’d and 
the latter forgotten. 

Among all Sets of Authors, there are none 
who draw upon themfelves more Difpleafure, 
than thofe who deal in political Matters, which 
indeed is very often too juitly incurred; confi- 
dering that Spirit of Rancour and Virulence, 
with which Works of this Nature generally a- 
bound. Thefe are not only regarded as Au- 
thors, but as Partifans, and are fure to exafpe- 
rate at leaft one half of their Readers. Other 
Writers offend only the Stupid or Jealous a- 
mong their Countreymen; but thefe, let their 
Caufe be never fo Juft, muft expeé to irritate 
a fupernumerary Party of the felf-interefted, 
prejudiced, and ambitious. They may howe- 
ver comfort themfelves with confidering, that 
if they gain any unjuft Reproach from one Side, 
they generally acquire more Praife than they de- 
ferve from the other; and that Writings of this 
kind, if conducted with Candour and Imparti- 
ality, have a more particular Tendency to the . 
Good of their Countrey, and ofthe prefent Age, 
than any other Compofitions whatfoever. 

To confider an Author farther, as the Sub- 
je& of Obloquy and Detraction. We may ob- 
ferve with what Pleafure a Work is received by 
the invidious Part of Mankind, in which a Wri- 
ter falls fhort of himfelf, and does not anfwer 
the Chara&er which he has acquired by his for- 
mer Produdions. It is a fine Simile in one 
of Mr. Congreve’s Prologues, which compares 
a Writer to a Buttering Gamefter, that ines 

a 
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all his Winnings upon every Caft: So that if 
he lofes the laft Throw, he is fure tobe undone 
It would be well for all Authors, if, like that 
Gentleman, they knew when to give over, and 
to defift from any farther Purfuits after Fame 
whilft they are in the full Poffeffion of it. On 
the other Hand there is not a more melancholy 
Obje& in the Learned World, thana Man who 
has written himfelf down. As the Publick is 
more difpofed to Cenfure than to Praife, his 
Readers will ridicule him for his laft Works, 
when they have forgot to applaud thofe which 
preceded them. In this Cafe, where a Man 
has loft his Spirit by old Age and Infirmity, 
one could wifh that his Friends and Relations 
would keep him fromm the ufe of Pen, Ink and 
Paper, if he is not to be reclaimed by any other 
Methods. 

The Author indeed often grows old before 
the Man, efpecially if he treats on Subjects of 
Invention, or fuch as arifefrom RefleCtions upon 
Human Nature: For in this cafe, neither his own 
Strength of Mind, nor thofe Parts of Life which 
are commonly unobferved, will furnifh him with 
fufficient Materials to be at the fame Time both 
pleafing and voluminous. We find even in the 
outward Drefs of Poetry, that Men, who write 
much without taking Breath, very often return 
to the fame Phrafes and Forms of Expreffion, 
as wellas tothe fame Manner of Thinking. Au- 


thors, who have thus drawn off the Spirit of 


their Thoughts, fhould lie ftill for fome Time, 
till their Minds have gathered frefh Strength, and 
by Reading, Refie@ion and Converfation, laid 
in a new Stock of Elegancies, Sentiments, and 
Images of Nature. The Soil, that is worn with 

too 
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too frequent Culture, muft lie fallow for a 
while, till it has recruited its exhaufted Salts, 
and again enriched itfelf by the Ventilations of 
the Air, the Dews of Heaven, and the kindly 
Influences of the Sun. 

For my own Part, notwithftanding this ge- 
neral Malevolence towards thofe who commu- 
nicate their Thoughts in Print, I cannot but 
look with a friendly Regard on fuch as do it, 
provided there is no Tendency in their Writings 
to Vice and Prophanenefs. If the Thoughts of 
fuch Authors. have nothing in them, they at leaft 
do no harm, and fhew an honeft Induftry and 
agood IntentionintheCompofer. If they teach 
me any thing I did not know before, I cannot 
but look upon my felf as obliged to the Writer, 
and confider him as my particular Benefactor, 
if he conveys to me one of the greateft Gifts that 
is in the Power of Manto beftow, an Improve- 
ment of my Underftanding, an innocent A- 
mufement, or an Incentive to fome moral Vir- 
tue. Were not Men of Abilities thus com- 
municative, their Wifdom would be ina great 
Meafure ufelefs, andtheir Experience unin{tru- 
Give. There wouldbe no Bulinefs in Solitude, 
hor proper Relaxations in Bufinefs. By thefe 
Affiftances, the retir’d Man lives in the World, 
if not above it; Paffion is compofed; Thought 
hindred trom being barren; and the Mind from 
preying uponitfelf. ThatEtteem, indeed, which 
Is paid to good Writers by their Pofterity, fuf- 
ficiently fhews the Merit of Perfons who are 
thus employed. Whodoes not now more ad- 
Mire Cicero as an Author, than as a Conful of 
Rome! And does not oftner talk of the celebra- 
ted Writers of our own Countrey, who lived 
in former Ages, than of any other particular 
_ Perfons 
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Perfons among their Contemporaries and Fel. the 
low-Subjecs ° : men afi 

When I confider my felf as a Britifh Free. 
holder, [am in aparticular Manner pleafed with 
the Labours of thofe who have improved our J 0 
Language with the Tranflation of old Lativand @ W' 
Greek Authors; and by that Means let us into 
the Knowledge of what paffed in the famous  & 
Governments of Greece and Rome. We have Pl 
already moft of their Hiftorians in our own @ # 








Tongue: And what is ftill more for the Honour 
of our Language, it has been taught to exprels 
with Elegance the Greateft of their Poets in 
each Nation. The illiterate among our Coun- 
treymen, may learn to judge from Dryden's V'1- 
gil of the moft perfe& Epic Pertormance: And 
thofe Parts of Homer, which have already been 
publifhed by Mr. Pope, give us reafon to think 
that the //ad will appear in Exglifh with as litrle 
Difadvantage to that immortal] Poem. 

There is another Author, whom I have long 
withed to fee well tranflated into Engli/h, ashis 
Work is filled witha Spirit of Liberty, and more 
dire@tly tends to raife Sentiments of Honout 
and Virtue in his Reader, than any of the poetl- 
cal Writings of Antiquity. 1 mean the Pharfa- 
lia of Lucan. This is the only Author of Con- 
fideration among the Latim Poets, who was 
not explained for the Ufe of the Dauphin, for 
a very obvious Reafon ; becaufe the whole Phar- 
falia would have been no lefs than a Satyr upon 
the French Form ot Government. The Tranf- 
lation of this Author is now in the Hands of 
Mr. Rowe, who has already given the World 
fome admirable Specimens of it; and not on!y 
kept up the Fire of the Original, but deliverce 
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